
The Cleaning Wagon

People from the last meeting would have seen the new and improved track 
cleaning wagon. I would like to talk about how I constructed it and how it 
works. 

For the original concept (version 1), I cut the bottom of a diet coke can and 
drilled two holes into it and the wagon floor. I then epoxyed 2 pieces of brass 
tube into the “container” and filled them up with wick (to control the flow of 
liquid). After this, I glued underneath a piece of packing foam. This version did 
work to some extent, but it did not look professional so I came up with a much 
better solution. 

For “version 2” I needed to make a container, but then had a thought. I found on
Ebay an old Mamod boiler, for a good price. I immediately bought it and waited
for it to arrive. When it arrived, I had to think how I was going to fill it up and 
how it would drop liquid onto the track. The boiler had a piece of copper pipe 
sticking out of it, so this would be used for the vent. Next to this was a hole 
where a boiler bush once was. So it was over to the lathe. I cut up a piece of 
8mm diameter brass bar and then started machining it. I drilled a hole down the 



centre tapping size for 4BA, so that I could screw in a 4BA bolt once the boiler 
was sufficiently full. Once I cut the thread, I then used a 3/16” drill to make a 
bigger hole for the funnel. I then soft soldered the new bush into the boiler with 
great success. After the bush was soldered, I then drilled a hole underneath the 
boiler, so I could solder in a length of brass tube. I cut a piece to length, cleaned
up the ends and then soldered this into the boiler. I then stuffed a bit of wick 
down the tube, to slow down the rate of liquid. I then drilled another hole in the 
bottom of the wagon. After the boiler work was done, I glued a couple of strips 
of wood underneath the wagon, followed by a scouring pad (this is a good way 
of help loosen the muck that is on the rails). I also added chain to make it look 
like a load, so it also has another purpose! 

When I tried putting the funnel into the filler bush, it was way too loose so I had
to make a simple part. I cut a small piece of 1/4” diameter brass and then began 
machining. I turned half of it down to just over 3/16” so it was a snug fit in the 
boiler bush. I then drilled a hole through it, so that the funnel was a tight push 
fit. This was successful, and makes filling easier. 

So how does it work? Put the wagon on the track, and remove the bolt in the 



filler bush. Place the funnel with plug into the bush. Then pour in the 
soap/water mix into the boiler (about 5 to 7 funnel full). Take away funnel and 
replace the bolt. Then away you go!

The wagon has been around the line a few times now and it is certainly doing 
its job. I hope it can be put to good use on the module layout. 

End of article, thanks for reading.  

 


